
SynTagRus (Russian National Corpus)

• Over 52,000 sentences as of 2012
- from texts of a variety of genres(contemporary fiction, popular science, newspaper 

etc. from 1960-2012)

• A Sub-Corpus of the NRC

• Developed and maintained by the Laboratory of Computational Linguistics 
(LCL) in Moscow

• main purpose of the corpus is to facilitate academic research on the lexicon 
and grammar of a language, as well as the subtle but constant processes of 
language change within a relatively short period of time: from one to two 
centuries.

• Annotation consists of:
- Morphological marking, syntactic tagging
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Syntactic and Morphological annotation
• Done semi-automatically

- First processed by ETAP-3 parser
- Then manually corrected by linguists

• As Russian is a free word order language:

1) Relies on the Meaning-Text theory by Igor Melcuk

2) Uses a dependency tree
- Nodes: the lemma, POS, morphological features (Eg. Aspect, tense, person, gender 
etc.);
- Arcs: syntactic relations

• Uses a morphological dictionary with over 130,000 entries



Lexical Semantic and Lexical Functional 
Annotation
• SynTagRus currently only contains partial lexical functional annotation 

(Eg. Collocations)

• SynTagRus currently only shows lemmas of words occurring in the 
texts

- does not disambiguate… ambiguous words, unless they have different 
lemmas or different POS tags.

• There is an ongoing project to add these into the corpus



Usage

• As a benchmark in regression tests designed to ensure stable 
performance of the ETAP-3 Russian Parser(Iomdin et al., 2012)

• As well as to refine the ETAP-3 Parser (Boguslavsky et al., 2011)

• And train other parsers(Shelmanov & Smirnov, 2014)

• As a source for the creation of statistical parsers for Russian(Nivre et 
al., 2008)
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