Nippon Foundation Asian SighBank
* based on a native XML format
 2010: 3000 Hong Kong Signs
* now with sign language varieties of Indonesia and Sri Lanka

 Combined effort between City University of Hong Kong’s
— Centre for Sign Linguistics and Deaf Studies

— Department of Linguistics and Modern Languages
— Department of Systems Engineering and Engineering Management

* online database to facilitate componential analysis and
storage of sign entries

* able to automatically create sign language materials in PDF

e aims to support international collaboration amongst Asian
countries
— cross-linguistic comparison
— document Asian sign languages to support research & pedagogical
purposes

http://www.cslds.org/asiansighbank/




* Provide a platform for side-by-side viewing of signing videos
and linguistic information

e Searches can be conducted according to a feature (e.g.
handshape), English glosses, and by a conditioned
combination of features (e.g. handshape and place of
articulation)

* able to track the frequency of a certain feature statistically

* the system allows a virtually unlimited number of searching
conditions

% SEARCH RESULT

LX) Asian Signdank voo111 result(s) found for SignBank ID contains 001_a

You may click on column title to sort the result list.

[ www.cslds.org/asiansignbank/search/video_preview.jsp?s...
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Gloss in Native language

(Grammatical category) Handshapa Country/.City

| SignBank ID Gloss in English (Grammatical category)

HKG_001_a_0025 (I) FARE MORE THAN (YOU) / MORE THAN (R)~B(fR) / (R)H(fR)E~

© preview (COMPARATIVE) (V:AGR) (CFAESE) HKG - Hong Kong

Click for details

HKG_001_a_0038

© preview ABILITY (N) HEA (25) HKG - Hong Kong

Click for details

HKG_016_d_0015a

O preview ADAPTER (SOCKET) (N) MR (259) ) HKG - Hong Kong

Click for details



Overview of annotation & creation

Deaf and hearing researchers discuss the features of signs and
decide on how they want to record the signs

the signs are video recorded at a studio

Each sign in the database is coded according to the
parameters listed in Brentari’s model

non-manual features, such as facial expression and body
postures, if any, will also be documented in the database
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Use of Corpus

Asia Signopedia to complement the Signbank (Wong, Tang, & Chung, 2011)
(basically a wikipedia of signs)
— an open platform
— accepted video input (updated linguistic input)
— ]E)resented both the textual and non-textual data in a readable and accessible
ormat

Platform built to reach a much wider community of users
Textual format & Sign videos

Repetitions in HKSL (Mak & Tang, 2011)

Repetition features may occur at either the Movement Feature node or at the
path or local movement node, but not lower down because they do not co-
occur with either the orientation or aperture change terminal nodes

words are also subject to morphological modulations
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